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Harry Redford
Henry Arthur Redford is commonly
known as “Captain Starlight” in
Australian folklore.

Henry or Harry Redford was born in Mudgee,
NSW, of an Irish convict father and a “Currency
Lass”. He was the youngest of eleven children. His family were
landowners from the Hawkesbury River area.
As Harry Redford was an expert bushman and drover, he
worked as head teamster transporting stores to many
isolated properties in Western Queensland. He soon realised
that many of these properties were so large stock would
not be missed for some time due to the isolation.
Bowen Downs, Aramac fitted this category and
so Redford devised a plan to steal cattle when the
Bowen Downs mustering camp was working on the
opposite end of the run.
In March 1870, Redford and four others stole
between 600-1000 head of cattle, including an
imported white bull belonging to the Scottish
Australian Company, Bowen Downs, which
stretched some 140 miles along the Thomson River
and tributaries.
Redford decided to overland the cattle to South
Australia because the rivers had run and he had
previous knowledge of the country around Windorah.
It took Harry and his two companions, George
Dewdney and William Rooke three months to drive
the cattle 800 miles down the Cooper through country
where Burke and Wills had perished 10 years before.
The path taken by Redford is known as the Strzelecki
Track.
On 11 February, 1873, Redford and the white bull were star
attractions at his trial in Roma. He was found “Not Guilty” and
Judge Blakeney made his famous statement, “I thank God that
the verdict is yours, gentlemen, and not mine”.

h
t
y
M
The

As is most often the case
with history, characters are
romanticised and it soon becomes
impossible to sort myth from fact.
Harry Redford is credited as being the
inspiration behind Rolf Boldrewood’s
book, “Robbery Under Arms”. Who was
Starlight? Was it Redford or was it a figment
of the author’s imagination. Another myth
surrounding Redford is that he opened up
uncharted territory along the Strzlechi Track.
However, some believe it was John Costello,
a friend of the Durack’s of “Kings in Grass
Castle” fame. Despite the range of existing
opinions, the origins of the name “Starlight”
have been immortalised with Harry
Redford in Australian folklore.
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With wide-open spaces, rolling plains,
natural lakes and a sky that stretches from
one horizon to the next - spectacular by day
and glowing with stars by night. It’s a vast,
uncompromising land that turns everyday
battlers into heroes and legends. To visit
here is to experience the vastness of the
Queensland Outback.
Welcome to the Harry Redford Cattle Drive, the
ultimate, authentic, true blue, fair dinkum’ Aussie
outback experience. Over 19 unforgettable,
spectacular days, some of Australia’s most
experienced drovers will drove 600 head of cattle by
horseback through the twists of the ragged Redford
trail, reliving one of the world’s greatest cattle duffing
drives known to man.
The journey covers 200km of the most distinctive
terrain and you can be right there in the saddle
alongside them discovering the secrets of
horsemanship and droving knowledge passed
on from generation to generation. Witness the
spectacular sunrises and sunsets, listen to or join in
with the campfire yarn spinning and celebrate with
the Aramac community at their weekend festivities.
Every night you will camp under the stars, where
you will experience some unique Australian camp
oven cooking and a wonderful social atmosphere.
Experienced riders, weekend riders and people who
have never ridden are all welcome. This is a journey
that anyone can undertake; all you need is the spirit
of adventure.

“I can truly say there was nothing about
my time on the drive that I would change. It
was great to meet all the other guests from so
many walks of life. The guys were so efficient
with the way they go about the entire operation
from organising the horses to the cooking of
the meals. The food was amazing, I am not
sure if it was the long days in the saddle or
dust but that food was some of the best I have
tasted.”
Glenn Long
“What an experience! Reading about it is one
thing. Actually being out there in the saddle
droving cattle and then at the end of the day
enjoying excellent camp tucker and sleeping
under the stars does it all and puts you
smack! Bang! In the picture”.
Steve Malcolmson
“It was a great opportunity to experience the
real country Australia, and appreciate what
living on the land is truly like. Thank you
very much for a terrific, authentic Aussie
experience! A truly wonderful opportunity to
experience a unique part of outback rural life
and its people.”
Dusan Gligic.
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• Number 21 on the Australian Traveller’s
Top 100 Things To Do
• Outback Queensland Tourism Association
Heritage and Cultural Tourism Award - Judges
Commendation - 2010
• Queensland Tourism Award Finalist
– Adventure Tourism - 2009
• Outback Queensland Tourism Association
Adventure Tourism Award - 2005, 2006 and 2008
• Outback Queensland Tourism Association
Heritage and Cultural Tourism Award - 2007 Winner
• Outback Queensland Tourism Association
Heritage and Cultural Tourism Award
- Highly Commended - 2006
• Queensland Regional Achievers Award
Tourism/Event Category
• Outback Queensland Tourism Association
Significant Contribution to Tourism by
Volunteers – Individual or Group 2012
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he Harry Redford Cattle Drive is a “no frills, plenty of thrills”
authentic Outback Adventure where you experience the life of
a drover first hand. You ride with the cattle and camp not far
away from the herd. Five star al fresco style dining, eat your
dinner around the campfire while you soak up the camaraderie.

ABOUT THE DRIVE

EXPECTATIONS

How many places are available each day?
A limit of 15 places are available each day so book
early to avoid disappointment.

What can I expect on the drive?
• A droving experience of a lifetime
• Beautiful camp oven cooked meals
• Camaraderie around the campfire
• Days in the saddle, nights under the stars
• Learn about the characters and history of this
great place.

What do I have to bring with me?
You will need to bring your own:
• Swag, blankets/sleeping bag • Insect repellent
• Clothes
• Sunscreen
• Riding helmet/hat
• Water Bottle
• Torch
• Money
What is a swag?
A swag consists of a canvas or waterproof cover,
mattress, blankets or sleeping bag and pillow. It is
advisable to have a ground cover sheet for protection
against dew, rain and damp ground.
Can I hire a Swag?
Yes.Swags are available for hire through the Barcaldine
Regional Council. Limited numbers are available so if
you require swag hire please arrange this at the time of
booking. Charges apply.
How do I get to Aramac? How do I get to the
camp?
You can drive to Aramac if you choose and we will
store your vehicle while you are on the drive. Once
your car is stored, we will personally take you to where
the Drovers are camped. If you wish to fly, catch a bus
or train then all of these services operate to Barcaldine
and Longreach. Once at either of these two towns, we
will collect you and take you to the Camp.
Do I have to go on the entire drive or can I choose
my days?
If you want to go on the entire drive, that is your
choice, but you must book and ride for a minimum of
3 days depending on which week you choose.

How far do we ride each day?
Each day is a different day on the Drive and how
far you travel is decided by the Boss Drover. On
an average between 10 and 18 kilometres are
travelled each day.
Do I get admission into all of the associated
events?
No. Fees include admission and meals at only
some events. These will be advised on booking.
Where do I get Harry Redford Merchandise
from?
Harry Redford Merchandise will be available each
afternoon at the camp (time permitting). It is
also available at the Barcaldine Regional Council
Aramac Office or the Harry Redford Interpretive
Gallery.
What toilet facilities are available?
A bush toilet is provided and is enclosed for
privacy.
Is alcohol available on the Drive?
Yes. Beer, wine and soft drink is available for
purchase.

WHAT’S INCLUDED
Included in the package is a horse suited to your
riding ability and tack for the duration of your stay.
All your meals whilst in camp will be provided.

